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his denial of the facts by an exposure of the false
economy of cheap labour. Political economists sup-
ported the payment of the lowest market wages by
affirming that by this procedure the greatest average of
work would be obtained from the servant, and therefore
the fullest benefit to the community, and through the
community to the servant himself. Mr. Ruskin replies,
" That, however, is not so. It would be so if the servant
were an engine of which the motive-power were steam,
magnetism, gravitation, or any other agent of calculable
force. But he being, on the contrary, an engine whose
motive-power is a Soul, the force of this very peculiar
agent, as an unknown quantity, enters into all the
political economists equations without his knowledge,
and falsifies every one of their results. The largest
quantity of work will not be done by this curious engine
for pay, or under pressure. It will be done only when
the motive force, that is to say, the will or spirit of the
creature, is brought up to its greatest strength by its
own proper fuel; namely by the affections." 1 This is
not a sentimental but a strictly business consideration.
When Mr. Ruskin wrote these words, the notion of the
Economy of High Wages was confined to a handful of
Owenites who were condemned by all sound practical
men as "cranks." There are now few teachers of
Commercial Economy who either maintain that wages
tend to rest at a subsistence level for any class of labour
by the operation of economic "laws," or who defend
the utility of buying all labour for the lowest price at
which it can be got. The experience of many en-
lightened business men has made visible advance in
the direction of Mr. Ruskin's teaching: a widespread
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1 Unto this Last, p. 10.
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